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3 - 4 

 To receive questions submitted by councillors.   
  
Councillors can submit up to two valid questions at each meeting and 
sub divided questions count towards this total.   Questions and 
statements received will be published as a supplement to the agenda 
and all questions, statements and responses will be published in full 
within the minutes of the meeting.  
  

The submissions must be emailed in full to 
kate.critchel@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  8.30am on Thursday 31 August 
2023.  
  
Dorset Council Constitution – Procedure Rule 13  
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Councillor Questions for Cabinet 5 September 2023 

 
Question from Councillor K Wheller 
 
There are accidents that are sadly that – unforeseen events that no-one could 
predict and therefore no mitigation measures can be taken.  
And there are those which we all anticipate at some time and the risk of which 
can be reduced.  
We in Weymouth as everywhere experience both but there are two I wish to 
highlight.  
The traffic lights next to the Asda supermarket.  Travelling along Westway 
Road to the lights there are three options – turn left on a filter with no light 
presents no problem; Straight across to Boot Hill on a green light requires 
vigilance but not essentially a problem .  Turning right into Newstead Road 
towards Asda on a green light requires nerves of steel or ignorance.  
Ignorance because despite having a green light indicating ‘ go, your way is 
clear’ – vehicles in two lanes travelling in the opposite direction also have a 
green light and believe the way is also clear for them. Locals have over the 
years since this design in 2012  become used to this hazardous junction, our 
population trebles in the summer with visitors.  People do not expect to meet 
traffic coming towards them at speed when the green light indicates they can 
GO.  I know roundabouts will not be reintroduced and for the most part the 
replacement traffic lights work in the other locations but please could 
engineers be instructed to look at this junction with some degree of urgency 
and find a way, it can’t be rocket science, to create a designated filter light so 
that if you turn right on a green light you are not risking your life .  
Portland Beach Road, despite promises to improve traffic safety in this 
location accidents still occur, some slight bumps but as recently some fatal.  I 
know we are waiting for accident assessments and I am not pre-empting that.  
But we know that this road with its different speed limits and exits and 
entrances off is not potentially but actually a problem.  There are a number of 
roundabouts along the road so that it would not require lengthy additional 
journeys to restrict exit from the businesses and car park preventing turning 
across fast moving traffic. Please can this be investigated, consulted on and 
hopefully  implemented.  I know that most road users would be pleased.  
Finally, I have been in consultation with DCC and now DC engineers for 
many, many years, about the junction between Wyke Road and Portland 
Road next to All Saints Church.  The mini roundabout installed in 2012 is not 
fit for purpose.  There are never fatal accidents here because drivers exercise 
great caution but there frequent bumps.  Most notably lorries hitting the 
historic wall.  This wall is the responsibility of DC to repair and has to be 
repaired using specialist contractors which is costly.  It is hit on average once 
a month. How much money could we save?   
Please;  
 

1. When I report it could it just be repaired without an inquest into whose 
responsibility the repair is every time ?  

2. Could the work to design a better junction be a priority  as it impacts 
upon the Portland to Dorchester Corridor.  Instead the project drops 
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down just as it looks as though things are moving forward and money 
has been allocated?  
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